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The Life of Ricuarp Hooker. 


Tue judicious and immortal author 
of the EscrestasticaL PoLiry was 
born at Heavitree, a small village 
near Exeter, about the year 1553. 
His parents were in rather mean cir- 
cumstances, yet they contrived to give 
their children a good education, and 
Richard in particular, was placed at 
the grammar school in Exeter. It is 
observed, says his honest biographer, 
Walton, that at his being a achiéol. 
boy, he was an early questionist, 
quietly inquisitive why this was, and 
that was not, to be remembered? Why 
this was granted, and that denied? 
This being mixed with a remarkable 
modesty, and a sweet serene quietness 
of nature, and with them a quick ap- 
prehension of many perplexed parts 
of learning, imposed then upon him 
as a scholar, made his master and 
others believe him to have an inward 
blessed divine light, and therefore to 
consider him as a little wonder. This 
meekness and conjunciure of know- 
ledge, with modesty in his conversa- 
tion, being observed by his school- 
master, caused him-to persuade his 
parents (who intended him for an ap- 
prentice) to continue him at school, 
till he could find some means to ease 
them of a part of their care and 
charge, assuring them that their son 
was so enriched with the blessings of 
nature and grace, that God seemed 
to single him out as a special instru- 
ment of his glory. Accordingly, this 
good school-master prevailed upon 
John Hooker, then Chamberlain of 
Exeter, and uncle to Richard, to 
maintain him at the University ; but 
soon afterwards this Mr. Hooker 
mentioning the good qualities of his 
— s Bishop Jewell, who was 
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also a relation of his, that éxcellent 
prelate took the charge off his hands. 
By him Richard Hooker was sent, in 
1567, to Corpus Christi College, Ox- 
ford, where he was provided witha 
clerk’s place, which, with the Bishop’s 
allowance, supported him comforta- 
bly. After continuing at the Univer- 
sity about three years, he took a jour- 
ney on foot, with a companion and 
fellow-collegian, into Devonshire, to 
see his mother. They took Salisbury 
in their way, purposely to see the 
good Bishop, who made Mr. Hooker 
and his friend dine with him at his 
own table; and at parting the Bishop 
gave him good counsel, and his bene- 
diction, but forgot to give him money. 
On reflection, the pious prelate sent a 
servant, in haste, to call Richard back, 
and at his return said to him, Richard, 
I sent for you back to lend yeu a horse, 
which hath carried me many a mile, 
and, I thank God, with much ease ; 
and then delivered into his hand a 
walking-staff, with which he had him- 
self travelled through mary parts 
of Germany; and then he continued, 
Richard, I do not give, but lend you 
my horse; bé sure you be honest, and 
bring my horse back to me at your re- 
turn this way to Oxford. And I do 
now give you ten groats to bear your 
charges to Exeter; and here be ten 
groats more, which I charge you to 
deliver to your mother ; and tell her, 
I send her a Pishop’s benediction with 
it, and beg the continuance of her 
prayers for me. And if you bring 
my horse back to me, I will give you 
ten groats more to carry you on foot 
to the College; and so, God bless you, 
good Richard. 

Bat Mr. Hooker never saw his kind 
patron again, for shortly after this in- 


terview he received the meMncholy 
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news of his death. This circum- 
stance affected him greatly, but Dr. 
Cole, the President of his College, 
raised his spirits by assuring him that 
he should want for nothing to enable 
him to prosecute his studies, and he 
was as good as his word. 

Not long before his death, Bishop 
Jewell had recommended his nephew 
to Dr. Edwin Sandys, Archbishop of 
York, to be tutor to his eldest son, 
and accordingly his grace sent him to 
Oxford instead of Cambridge, on that 
recommendation, for which he alleg- 
ed this reason, J will have a tutor for 
my son that shall teach him learning 
by instruction, and virtue by example ; 
and my greatest care shall be of the 
last, and (God willing ) this Richard 
Hooker shall be the man into whose 
hands I will commit my Edwin. 

And, doubtless, a better choice 
could not be made; for Mr. Hooker 
was now in the nineteenth year of his 
age, had spent five in the University, 
and had, by a constant unwearied di- 
ligence, attained a perfection in the 
learned languages. With this know- 
ledge he had also a clear method of 
demonstrating what he knew, to the 
great advantage of all his pupils, 
(which in time were many,) but espe- 
cially to his two first, Edwin Sandys 
and George Cranmer. 

This (says Walton,) for Mr. Hook- 
er’s learning. And for his behaviour, 
amongst other things, this still remains 
of him: that in four years he was but 
twice absent from the chapel prayers; 
and that his behaviour there was such 
as showed an awful reverence of that 
God whom he then worshipped, giving 
all outward testimonies that his affec- 
tions were set on heavenly things. 
This was his behaviour towards God; 
and for that to man,—it is observable 
that he was never known to be angry, 
or passionate, or extreme in any of 
his desires; never heard to repine or 
dispute with providence, but by a 
quiet, gentle submission and resigna- 
tion of his will to the wisdom of his 
Creator, bore the burden of the day 
with patience; never heard to utter 
an uncomely word: and by this, and 
a grave behaviour, which is a divine 
charm, he begot an early reverence 
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unto his person, even from those that, 
at other times, and in other compa- 
nies, took a liberty to cast off that 
strictness of behaviour and discourse 
that is required in a collegiate life. 
And when he took any liberty to be 
pleasant, his wit was never blemished 
with scoffing, or the utterance of any 
conceit that bordered upon or might 
beget a thought of looseness in his 
hearers. ‘Thus mild, thus innocent 
and exemplary was his behaviour in 
college; and thus this good man con- 
tinued till his death, still increasing 
in learning, in patience, and piety. 

In 1573 he was admitted a scholar 
on the foundation; and in 1577 he 
took his master’s degree, in which 
year he became fellow of his College. 

In 16579, he was chosen to read the 
Hebrew lecture, but shortly after- 
wards, with his learned countryman, 
Dr. John Reynolds, he was expelled 
the College. It is certain they were 
not restored till the end of that year, 
but what the occasion of their expul- 
sion was, does not appear. ‘There is, 
however, a letter extant of Dr. Rey- 
nolds to Sir- Francis Knolles, which 
complains strongly of the conduct of 
a “ certain person of the College for 
unrighteous dealing” in this business, 
and the letter had the desired effect 
of restoring these two excellent men 
to their stations. 

Shortly after this he entered inte 
orders, and in 1581 was appointed to 
preach at St. Paul’s Cross; on which 
occasion he lodged at what was called 
the Shunamite’s House, because it 
was appropriated for the convenience 
of those ministers who came from the 
universities to preach at that place. 
This house was at that time kept by 
one Churchman, whose wife persuad- 
ed poor Mr. Hooker that it would be 
better for him to get a wife; and, on 
her recommendation, he not long af- 
ter married her daughter, Joan, whe 
brought him neither beauty nor por- 
tion; and for her conditions, they 
were too like that wife’s which is, by 
Solomon, compared to a dripping 


house. By this marriage the good 


man was drawn from the tranquillity 
of his College, into the thorny wilder- 
ness of a busy world; into those cor- 
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roding cares that attend a married 
priest, and a country parsonage ; 
which was Drayton Deauchamp, in 
Buckinghamshire. 


In this condition he continued about 


a year, in which time his-two pupils, 
Edwin Sandys and George Cranmer, 
took a journey to see their tutor, 
where they found him reading Horace, 
and tending a few sheep, in a common 
field; which he told them he was ob- 
liged to do, because his servant was 
gone home to dinner. When the 
man returned and released him, his 
pupils accompanied him to the house, 
where their best entertainment was 
his quiet company, which was soon 
denied them; for Richard was called 
fo rock the cradle; and the rest of 
their entertainment was so unplea- 
sant that they departed the next day. 
The condition of their tutor greatly 
distressed them, and Mr. Sandys re- 
presented it in such a manner to his 
father, that, through his interest, Mr. 
Hooker was, the next year, (1585) 
appointed master of the Temple. 
About this time the Puritans or Non- 
conformists, being encouraged by the 
Earl of Leicester, were uncommonly 
arrogant, and greatly disturbed the 
peace of the nation, by the zeal with 
which they endeavoured to promote 
what they called reformation. The 
providence of God had placed that 
great prelate, Dr. John Whitgift, in 
the See of Canterbury, and by his 
steadiness the Church of England was 
guided safely through the storm. Yet 
the Puritans continued very active in 
their attempts to despoil the Church ; 
and their lecturers were exceedingly 
bold in declaiming against Episcopacy 
and a prescribed form of prayer, the 
use of the surplice, of the sign of the 
cross, and other primitive institutions. 
The Temple Church had one of these 
zealots for an afternoon preacher, one 
Travers; who, being greatly disap- 
pointed at not obtaining the master- 
ship, set himself to oppose the senti- 
ments of Mr. Hooker, in his public 
discourses. This man was of the 
Presbyterian party, and Mr. Hooker 
was a firm Episcopalian; so that, as 
one pleasantly observed, the forenoon 
sermen spake Canterbury; and the 
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afternoon Geneva. This opposition 
continued a long time, till the prudent 
Archbishop put a stop to it by prohi- 
biting Mr. Travers from preaching. 
Against this prohibition he appealed 
to the privy council; but, though he 
had some powerful friends there, yet 
he could not prevail, for the queen 
had prudently committed'the affairs of 
the Church to the Archbishop’s ma- 
nagement. 

This affair gave great offence to 
the Puritans, and a paper contest en- 
sued between Mr. Hooker and Mr. 
Travers, in which the former distin- 
guished himself by his extensive learn- 
ing, strength of reasoning, and can- 
dour of expression. It is not unwor- 
thy the noting, says his honest biogra- 
pher, that in the managing of so great: 
a controversy, a sharper reproof than 
this never fell from the happy pen of 
this humble man: Your next argu- 
ment (says Mr. Hooker, in, reply to 
some angry exceptions vf his antago- 
nist,) consists of railing, and of rea~' 
sons; to your railing I say nothing, 
to your reasons I say what follows. 

The following observation of Wal- 
ton on this passage and behaviour of 
Mr. Hooker, is most exeellent. “I 
am glad of this fair occasion (says he) 
to testify the dove-like temper of this 
meek, this matchless man; and, doubt- 
less, if Almighty God had blest the 
Dissenters from the ceremonies and 
discipline of this Church, with a like 
measure of wisdom and humility, in- 
stead of their pertinacious zeal ; then 
obedience and truth had kissed each 
other; then peace and piety had flou- 
rished in our nation, and this Church 
and state had been blest like- Jerusa- 
lem, that is at unity with pw hy but 
this can never be expected%ll God — 
shall bless the common peopléof this 
nation with a belief that schism is @ 
sin.” 

To this dispute we are indebted for 
those immortal books of Ecorestasti- 
cat Poxtry, concerning the excellence 
of which it would be unnecessary to 
make any remarks in this place. 
The foundation of these books was 
laid in the Temple; but not finding 
that a fit place ehiesia to finish what 
he had designed, he solicited the Arch- 
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bishop for a removal to some retired 
spot, “ where (says he) k may study, 
and pray for God’s blessing upon my 
endeavours, and keep myself in peace 
and privacy, aud behold God’s bless- 
ing spring out of my mother earth, 
and eat my own bread without oppo- 
s}tions.” 

His request was readily complied 
with, and the rectory of Boscum, in 
the Diocess of Salisbury, becoming 
vacant, he was presented to it in 1591, 
in which year he was also instituted 
to be a minor prebend in that cathe- 
dral. 

In 1595 he quitted Boscum for the 
rectory of Bishop’s Bourne, in Kent, 
to which he was presented by the 
Archbishop; and here he continued 
till his death. The four first books of 
his Polity were published while he 
resided at Boscum, and the fifth ap- 
pores in 1597, with a dedication to 
his patron, the Archbishop. 

These books were read with admi- 
ration, not only at home, but in fo- 
reign nations. ‘They were soon con- 
veyed to Rome, where Cardinal Allen 
and Dr. Stapleton, two learned Eng- 
lishmen, presented them to Pope 
Clement VIL}. with this commenda- 
tion, that, though his holiness had 
said he never met with an English 
book whose writer deserved. the name 
of author; yet there now appeared 
a wonder, for a poor obscure English 
priest had writ four such books of 
laws and church polity, and in a style 
that expressed sucha grave, and so 
humble a mayesty, with such clear de- 
monstration of reason, that in ali their 
readings they had not met with any 
that exceeded him. In consequence 
of, this encomium, the Pope desired 
Dr. Stapleton to read part of the 
work, to him in Latin, and when the 
doctor had done, he said, “ There is 
no learning that this man hath not 
searched into; nothing too hard for his 
understanding, This man, indeed, 
deserves the name of an author; his 
hooks. will get reverence by age, for 
there are in them such seeds of eter- 
nity, that if the rest be like this, they 
shall last till the last fire shall con- 
sume all learning.” Well might the 
same Pope inquire what, dignity the 
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author of the Ecciestasticat Pority 
enjoyed in the Church of England ; 
and well might he express his astonish- 
ment at hearing that he was only a 
poor country parson, in this emphatic 
manner, “ J fear nothing from a 
church that can neglect such a man 
as Hooker.” 

King James the First had so high 
an opinion of this great work, that, 
when he came to England, he inquired 
of Archbishop Whitgift for Mr. Hook- 
er, and on being told that he died the 
year before Queen Elizabeth, who 
received the news of his death with 
great sorrow, the king replied, “ And 
I receive it with no less, that I shall 
want the desired happiness of seeing 
and discoursing with that man, from 
whose books L have received such 
satisfaction: indeed, my Jord, I have 
received more satisfaction in read- 
ing a leaf, or paragraph im Mr. 
Hooker, though it were but about 
the fashion of churches, or church 
music, or the like; but especially 
of the sacraments, than I have had 
in the reading particular large trea- 
tises, written but of one of those 
subjects, by others, though very learn- 
ed men: and I cbserve, there is in 
Mr. Hooker no affected language, but 
a grave, comprehensive, clear mani- 
festation of reason; and that backed 
with the authority of the Scripture, 
the Fathers, and Schoolmen, and with 
all law both sacred and civil. And, 
though many others write well, yet in 
the next age they will be forgotten ; 
but, doubtless, there is in every page 
of Mr. Hooker’s book, the picture of 
a divine soul, such pictures of truth 
and reason, and drawn in so sacred 
colours, that they shall never fade, 
but give an immortal memory to the 
author.” 

That excellent prince, Charles the 
First, had this great work in so much 
veneration, that he recommended the 
study of it with much affection to his 
children. 

More might be said of these books, 
but it is needless, and, therefore, we 
shall proceed to notice Mr. Hooker in 
his charactei' as a parish priest. 

The parsonage of Bourne is situat- 
ed three miles from Canterbury, and 
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near the road which leads from that 
city to Dover; and he had not resided 
there a year before the fame of his 
writings, and the sanctity of his life, 
became so remarkable, that many 
turned out of the road on purpose to 
see a manso much admired. But, as 
our Saviour said of the baptist, What 
went they vut to see? A man cloathed 
in purple and jie linen? “ No in- 
deed, but an obscure, harmless man; 
a man in poor clothes, his loins usu- 
ally girt in a coarse gown, or canoni- 
cal coat; of a mean stature, and stoop- 
ing, and yet more lowly in the thoughts 
of his soul; his body worn out, not 
with age, but study and holy mortifi- 
cations; his face full of heat-pimples, 
begot by his inactivity and sedentary 
life.” 

His humility and modesty were so 
great, that his poor parish clerk and 
he did never talk together, but with 
both their hats on, or both off, at the 
same time. 

This parish clerk lived till the third 
or fourth year of the long parliament, 
at which time the lawful rector of 
Bourne was sequestered for his loyal- 
ty, and a Puritan put into the living, 
which circumstance so troubled the 
clerk, that he said, * They had se- 
questered so many good men, that he 
doubted if his good master, Mr. Hook- 
er, had lived, they would have seques- 
tered him too.” 

It was not long before this intrud- 
ing minister adopted the Genevan 
mode of receiving the sacrament ; to 
which end the day was appointed for 
a select company, and forms and stools 
were set about the altar for them to 
sit, and eat, and drink; but when they 
went about this work, they wanted 
some stools, which the minister sent 
the clerk to fetch, and also cushions, 
(but not to kneel upon): when the 
clerk saw them sit down, he began to 
wonder, but the minister bad him 
cease wondering, and to lock the 
church door; to whom he replied, 
Pray take you the keys and lock me 
out, I will never come more into this 
church: for all men will say, my mas- 
ter Hooker was a good man, and a 


good scholar, and I am sure it was © 


not used to be thus in his days. 
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And report says, the old man went 
home and died a few days after. 

But Jet us leave the grateful clerk 
in his grave, and return to Mr. Hook- 
er, continuing our observations of his 
Christian behaviour m this place, 
where he gave a holy valediction to 
all the pleasures and allurements of 
earth, possessing his soul in a virtuous 
quietness, which he maintained by 
constant study, prayers, and medita- 
tions. His use was to preach once 
every Sunday, and he or his curate to 
catechise after the second lesson in 
the evening prayer; his sermons were 
neither long nor vehement, but utter- 
ed with a grave zeal; his eyes always 
fixed on one place, to prevent his im- 
agination from wandering, insomuch 
that he seemed to study as he spake ; 
the design of his sermons was, to show 
reasons for what he delivered; and 
with these such a kind of rhetoric as 
did rather convince and persuade, 
than alarm men into piety; studying 
not so much for matter as for apt il- 
lustrations to teach his unlearned 
hearers by familiar examples, and 
then make them better by convincin 
applications; never labouring by har 
words, and by needless distinctions 
and sub-distinctions, to amuse his 
hearers, and get glory to himself, but 
only glory to God. 

He never failed the Sunday before 
every Ember-week, to give notice of 
it to his parishioners, persuading ther 
to earnest prayer for a learned and 
pious Clergy. And his own practice 
was, to retire into the parish church 
every day in that week, where he spent 
many hours in secret devotions, 

He was diligent to inquire who of 
his parish were sick, or any ways dis- 
trest, and would often visit them uni- 
sent for; supposing that the fittest 
time to discover to them those errors 
to which health and prosperity had 
blinded them; and having, by pious 
reasons and prayers, moulded them 
into holy resolutions for the time to 
come, he would incline them to a con- 
fession of their sins, with purpose to 
forsake them, and then to receive the 
communion, both as a strengtheni 
of those holy resolutions, and asa seal 
betwixt and them of his mercies 
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to their souls, in case that sickness 
did put a period to their lives. And 
as he was thus tender to the sick, so 
was he as careful to prevent law-suits, 
urging his parishioners to bear with 
each other’s infirmities, and to live in 
love. . 

This was his constant behaviour 
both at Bourne and in all the places 
in which he lived; yet even his blame- 
less character could not pass without 
slander. The Nonconformists hated 
him on account of ‘his unanswerable 
book, and to injure him they raised a 
black report of incontinency against 
him. The good man bore the re- 
preach with much meekness; but his 
friends were more zealous for his re- 
putation, and traced the calumny to 
its source, and when the whole was 
discove:ed, his reply was, The Lord 
Sorgive them. 

‘the declaration of this judicious 
divine just before bis death, and the 
account of that event by his honest 
biographer, are very interesting and 
instructive. 

“ | have lived to see,” says the 
govd man, * that this world is made 
up of perturbations; and I have been 
long preparing to leave it, and gather- 
ing comfort for the dreadful hour of 
making my account with God, which 
I now apprehend to be near. And 
though I have, by his grace, loved 
him in iny youth, and feared him in 
mine age, and laboured to have a 
conscience void of offence towards 
him and towards all men; yet, if thou, 
Lord, shouldest be extreme to mark 
what I have done amiss, who can abide 
it? And, therefore, where I have 
failed, Lord show mercy to me; for 
I plead not my righteousness, but the 
forgiveness of my unrighteousness, 
through his merits who died to pur- 
chase pardon fer penitent sinners. 
And since I owe thee a death, Lord 
let it not be terrible, and then take 
thine own time; I submit to it. Let 


not mine, Q Lord, but thy will be 
done !—Gud hath heard my daily pe- 
titions; for [ am at peace with all 
men, and he is at peace with me. 
From such blessed assurance I feel 
that inward joy which this world can 
meither give nor take from me. My 
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conscience beareth me this witness ; 
and this witness makes the thoughts 
of death joyful. I could wish to live, 
to do the Church more service, but 
cannot hope it, for my days are past, 
as a shadow that returns not.” 

His worthy biographer then adds, 

** More he would have spoken, but 
his speech failed him; and after a 
short conflict between nature and 
death, a quiet sigh put a period to 
his last breath, and so he fell asleep. 
And now he seems to rest like Laza- 
rus in Abraham’s bosom. Let me 
here draw his curtain, till with the 
most glorious company of the Patri- 
archs and Apostles, and the most no- 
ble army of Martyrs and Confessors, 
this most learned, most humble, most 
holy man shall also awake to receive 
an eternal tranquillity, and with it a 
greater degree of glory than common 
Christians shall be made partakers 
of.” 
~ He died in 1600, and lies buried in 
the parish church of Bourne; where 
Sir William Cooper erected a monu- 
ment to his memory; but his best mo- 
nument is that immortal work on Ec- 
CLESIASTICAL Poxity, of which, as we 
have already observed, only five books 
were printed in his lifetime, and the 
remaining three did not appear till 
1662. So great has been the reputa- 
tion of this illustrious champion of 
Church order, that he has seldom been 


mentioned by learned men but with | 
the epithets of venerable or judicious | 


affixed to his name. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


Extract from a Funeral Discourse, 
by the Rev. Mr. R—, of P—, occa- 
siuned by the death of Mrs. E—. 


Ir is proper, my Brethren, on this 
occasion, that I should somewhat dif- 
fer from my custom of avoiding the 
publicly giving of characters to de- 
ceased Christians. I have always 
been fully of the opinion, that it is 
some peculiar combination of circum- 
stances in the life, which alone war- 
rants a Clergyman to proceed to the 
delicate task of detailing the virtues 
of the dead. If attempted in many 
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instances, there arises a necessity of 
doing it in all; and, if done in all, 
there- is certainly danger of making 
such precious things too cheap, and of 
bringing the conscience into an un- 
pleasant servitude. But in the cha- 
racter before us, it will be accounted 
proper; and, I trust, will prove profit- 
able. 

‘The character of Mrs. E—~ affords 
to her relatives every ground of con- 
solation which, in this world of sor- 
row, falls to the lot of man to enjoy; 
and to them I, with pleasure, adopt 
the language of the Apostle, “ Sorrow 
not, Brethren, even as others whe 
have no hope.” Her medest assur- 
ance of a gracious acceptance with 
her God; her uninterrupted and ani- 
mated piety; and her patient and 
humble but undaunted resignation to 
the Divine will to the last, will be a 
subject profitable, as well as grateful, 
to their meditations while they live. 

And, my Brethren of this congre- 
gation, if, in fact, it be “ better to go 
to the house of mourning than to the 
house of feasting ;” if funeral solem- 
nities, in general, are well calculated 
to mend the heart; if every tomb, if 
every human form committed to the 
dust, be calculated to make men bet- 
ter; surely the case before us will be 

lessed in its influence. 

A sister, in every sense,of no com- 
won character, cut off in the midst of 
life, is a circumstance which will not 
fail to powerfully arrest the attention 
of each of us; will not fail to stimu- 
late us to look forward to the day of 
eur own dissolution, and to prepare 
our souls for that immortal state to 
which we are, with the swiftness of 
life approaching. 

Her example, while it may direct 
our steps, may also animate our zeal 
in “the race set before us.” Let it 
be understood that it is with this view, 
rather than a desire of eulogy, that 
I now speak.— 

Mrs. E— possessed a mind above 
the ordinary cast: this she improved 
and nourished with much valuable 
reading. Modest, however, in all her 
pretentions, she was ever averse to 
every thing like a display of know- 
ledge. Every treasure she gained 
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from books was rather exhibited in 
practice than in theory, as, in her 
opinion, better comporting with that 
ornament of female character, modest 
simplicity. Her manners were free, 
easy, and engaging; her temper mild 
and sweet: she ever had her passions 
under her control. She was hence 
the engaging, as well as faithful and 
affectionate wife. Venerating the sa- 
creiness of matrimony, she seemed 
to have well learned the duties per- 
taining to it, in cherishing that reve- 
rence and esteem, in exercising those 
fine sympathies, in tenderly partaking 
in those cares, and industriously ad- 
hering to that fidelity, which consti- 
tute so great a portion of the happi- 
ness of the marriage state. As a mo- 
ther, she displayed alf the dignity, 
while she exercised all the affection, 
and scrupulous care, and tenderness, of 
aparent. Thus was Mrs. E—, when, 
ten years since, she was visited with 
a most severe affliction; an affliction 
which, preying upon her originally de- 
licate constitution, reduced her to a 
state of the most extreme debility and 
perpetual sufferings. In this state of 
sad adversity it pleased her Maker to 
continue her until the period of her 
death. But, lost as was her constitu- 
tion to almost the last hope of reco- 
very, ard severe and perpetual as 
were her sufferings of body, her mind 
serene and vigorous, remained still 
unimpaired; and her whole soul col- 


lected in a firm reliance on her God, 


she literally arose by faith above the 
sorrows of sense. 

And here, my Brethren, we find 
something striking in her character; 
and if not peculiar to her, at least pee 
culiar to the good Christian,—an un- 
deviating enjoyment in sorrows, 2 
constant growth in the virtues of the 
divine life, and a piety ripening amidst 
all the embarrassments of her condi- 
tion. Sensible of the stroke of Divine 
Providence under which she lay, and 
remembering who inflicted the wound, 
she “ heard the rod and him who ap- 
pointed it;” and with the delightful 
sentiments of gratitude, improved her 
remaining mercies. Although thus 
broken down, she remained the intel- 


ligent and watchful mother and wis. 
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tress of her family, and the delight of 
those few friends whom her remaining 
strength permitted her tosee. Feeble 
as she was, she found means to spend 
her time profitably to herself and fa- 
mily. ‘The progress she made in sur- 
mounting her many caces, and, above 
all, in the acquirement of valuable 
and substantial knowledge, by much 
reading and thought, excited the as- 
tonishment of those who well knew 
her. But her piety best claims our 
attention. This was of a practical 
rather than theoretical nature, and 
was the substantial mean,hy which 
she happily sustained her many infir- 
mities. It arose out of those deep 
and primary principles of the Gospel 
which inspire a resignation to the Di- 
vine will, and was not to be shaken 
by the severest storms of adversity. 
She adopted, with an holy simplicity 
of heart, the character of her blessed 
Redeemer as her examplar, and went 
to him, as her immortal friend, with 
all her sorrows. While she remem- 
bered that he went not up into glory 
until he had first suffered, she account- 
ed it meet that through sufferings she 
should be perfected for those eternal 
joys which, by his blessed passion, he 
had purcliased for her. Her’s was 
not a resignation founded on insensi- 
bility, but upon an absolute depen- 
dance upon God. Hence her piety, 
chastised by all the fine maxims and 
sublime doctrines of the Gospel, was 
ever cheerful and active. 
Mrs. E— was not one of those 
Christians who make their piety to 
consist in a set of peculiar and fa- 
vourite doctrines, with little regard to 
my eg and spiritual holiness, much 
ess in a round of cant phrases, and 
a display, by sighs and tones, of much 
sanctity. Her’s was a piety of the 
heart; a piety which occupied and re- 
gulated the whole soul, and mingled 
itself with the common and ordinary 
routine of thought and action; a piety 
which had nothing about it of the ra- 
pidity of lightning, which flashes and 
passes away to return but under cer- 
tain circumstances; but, on the con- 
trary, resembled the sun in his conti- 
nued and steady light and warmth. 
Heyce she was never found unadorned 
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with the virtue of pious resignation. 
Although at no time, for ten years, 
privileged with an intermission of se- 
vere pain or distress, she was never 
known, on her own account, to utter 
a complaining word, or intimate a de- 
sponding fear; but, on the contrary, 
sie was more than contented—she 
was interestingly cheerful. With her 
friends she conversed much; and in 
all that converse her good sense was 
adorned with a modest vivacity, and 
with a strain of chastised piety. 

During a seven years intimacy in the 
family, my parochial duties have re- 
peatedly privileged me with personal 
interviews with ber. I have, hence, 
become intimately acquainted with 
the peculiar cast of her mind, her 
course of reading, and the tenor of 
her thoughts; and, I must say, I have 
had much to admire, and much to 
approve and sanction. I have seen 
her in one of the most distressing 
scenes of bereavement,* when, not- 
withstanding her known piety and 
tried fortitude in sorrews, I had great 
apprehensions, from her extreme de- 
bility, that the candle of her life, al- 
ready glimmering in the socket, would, 
by this blast of wo, be extinguished. 
But her soul fastened to the eternal 
throne by faith, supported the body, 
while she adopted the language of the 
pious Joh, and said, “ The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away, blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” 

Few, indeed, my Brethren, are the 
instances in which even pious persons, 
worn down with disease, and exercis- 
ed with pains and sorrows, are enabled 
to retain their original sweetness, and 
equanimity of temper, on which de- 
pends so much of the happiness of the 
subjects themselves, as well as those 
around them. ‘The defections of most 
Christians are such, that peevishness 
and ill-humour are the almost certain 
consequents upon a case bearing any 
similarity to the one before us. But 
Mrs. E—’s piety mastered every lia- 
bility to this unfortunate state of 
mind; and by it she so rose above the 
infirmity of her nature, that for years 
she uttered no complaint, nor was the 
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calm of her spirit ruffled by a breath 
of passion. 

Mrs. E— possessed a heart whose 
fine sympathies were ever awakened 
by every object and scene of distress. 
No sooner was the voice of want ut- 
tered, than she was ready and anxious 
to answer and relieve. 

Such, my Brethren, was the gene- 
ral character of this beloved woman. 
1 have never seen her alive but when 
I thought her fit to die. Blessed 
state! May it ever hereafter be the 
happy lot of you and me! Such she 
continued to the end of her days, and 
complied, in the true spirit of it, with 
the exhortation of the Apostle, to “run 
with patience the race that is set be- 
fore us.” 

She continued for years past in 
much the same portion of bodily 
strength, until within a few weeks, 
when she began gradually to sink into 
death. Exhausted at the last, and 
sensible of her departure, after taking 
an affectionate leave of her friends, 
she closed her days with the same hea- 
venly equanimity, and divine calm of 
soul, in which she had passed them; 
and with this fervent supplication of her 
Saviour on her tongue, “ Now Lord 
Jesus receive my spirit.” Blessed 
shade, farewell! Blessed God, pre- 
pare the soul of each af us to meet 
the King of terrors, and prepare us 
to meet thee in the heavens ! 








The following preamble and resolution 
were proposed in the Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the State 
of Virginia, by Cuantes Fenton Mercer, 
Esq. in lieu of the resolution relative to 
fashionable amusements which passed that 
Convention, and which appears in Number 
10 of the Christian Journal. 


Whereas differences of opinion 
have at all times existed in Christian 
communities, as to the criminal ten- 
dency of certain customs or amuse- 
ments, springing from affections of 
the heart, which, innocent in them- 
selves, lose that character through ex- 
cessive indulgence; and legislatures, 
civil as well as ecclesiastical, have, 
by abstaining from the enaction of 
positive laws to regulate or punish 
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them, admitted the difficulty of distin- 
guishing between their use and abuse, 
except where the consequences of such 
abuse left no doubt of their guilt or 
unpropriety. 

Yo. prescribe, by practicable legal 
rules, the proper boundary of expense 
in dress, furniture, or equipage; or of 
any other indulgence of taste; to mark 
the exact limit, beyond which the de- 
sire of wealth becomes avarive or ex- 
tortion, would be as difficult as to re- 
gulate and enforce the rights and ob- 
ligations of hospitality or friendship. 
It is for God to judge the heart of 
man. 

It is the province of this Conven- 
tion to legislate for the goverment of 
the Church of this Diocess, subject to 
the ordinances or canons of the Ame- 
rican Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Its legislation is not by recommen- 
dations, but laws. It is the province 
and duty of the Clergy, not only to 
enforce the sanction of those laws, 
but to add to recommendations per- 
suasions and entreaties; to discoun- 
tenance vice and irreligion by denun- 
ciations and threats; to encourage 
virtue and piety, by the invitations, 
the hopes, and the rewards of that 
Gospel which they are commissioned 
to preach. 

he great rule of moral action is 
ttt tests to both Clergy and Laity, 
y the unchangeable word of God. 

But,although this Convention deems 
any expression of its mere opinion 
upon any subject as a departure from 
its peculiar and appropriate duties, a 
necessity is at present urged upon it, 
by a regard to its own character, to 
counteract the tendency of misrepre- 
sentation, to pervert its real motives 
in relation to certain decisions of its 
late sessions, on a subject which has 
interested the Church of this Diocess, 

It has been again called upon by 
some of its members to discountenance 
certain fashionable amusements, and 
it has been said, that its reluctance, on 
a former occasion, to depart from its 
proper province, amounted to a tacit 
recognition of their innocence. 

With respect to gaming, by which 
is understood play for money or other 
valuable thing, whatever form it may 
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assume, it is undoubtedly a practice 
repugnant alike to divine and to hu- 
man law. 

No canon of this Church ought to 
be regarded as necessary, nor any €x- 
pression required, of the opinion of 
ihis Convention, to discountenance a 
practice so iniquitous, both in its im- 
mediate effects, and its remote consé- 
quences, if, indeed, it exists among 
the members of this Church. 

That the theatre has, in every coun- 
try in which it has existed, led to the 
corruption of morals, might be infer- 
red from the general character of the 
dramas which it exhibits, if the dan- 
gerous circumstances attending the 
exhibition itself, the numerous temp- 
tations to extravagance and vice, to 
which it exposes its actors and its au- 
dience, left any room to doubt its 
pernicious tendency. 

It will be the proper time te distin- 
guish between the use and the abuse 
of this fascinating amusement, when 
the stage shall have been so regulated 
as to realize the hopes of those who 
would regard it as a school ef Chris- 
tian morality. 

That dancing, a natural exercise 
among ail nations, civilized or savage, 
blended, sometimes, (as its sister art, 
music, has often been,) in their reli- 
gious ceremonies, has been, frequently 
is, and always may be innocently and 
usefully conducted, those only will 
question, whose entire inexperience of 
the world has left them in ignorance 
of its effects on the heart and man- 
ners. 

That crowded and promiscuous 
public assemblies, where no security 
exists for the mora! character of those 
who compose them, except what arises 
from the possession of the means of 
purchasing admission ; where both 
gaming and drunkenness are either 
licensed or tolerated; where amuse- 
ment reels into debauchery, and time, 
and fortune, and health pay the price 
of a fleeting and feverish gratification 
of the love of pleasure; that all such 
assemblies are hostile to the spirit of 
Christianity, those who have most fre- 
quently witnessed their contagious in- 
fluence must be ever most ready to 
acknowledge. 
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Yet this Convention will not under- 
take to say, that individuals have not 
entered innocently these dangerous 
scenes of pleasure, or passed through 
them unhurt. 

Still less is it about to denounce 
and repel, by its canons, from the bo- 
som of the Church, those who, to its 
regret, may sometimes appear to 
countenance them. 

The Church warns its members of 
impending danger: but, in cases of 
doubt, leaves their innocence or guilt 
to the judgment of an all-seeing God, 
to the conscience of man, his vicege- 
rent on earth. 

Having said so much to the Laity, 
this Convention would conclude the 
expression which it bas reluctantly 
made of these opinions, with affection- 
ately urging upon the ministers of re- 
ligion, while they enforce the neces- 
sary discipline of their respective 
churches in conformity with the ru- 
bric and canons, to unite tenderness 
with authority. 

In the pastoral language of an ear- 
her age of the Church, “ it is not 
enough that ye are the fathers, be ye 
also the mothers of your flock.” 





Address of the Right Rev. Bishop 
Moore, to the Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of Virginia; held on Tues- 
day, the 19th of May, 1818. 


BRETHREN, 

Tue narrative of my Episcopal tour, 
in consequence of its recurrence every 
year, would cease to enlist your feel- 
ings, or to command your attention, 
were it not for that view of the Church 
which it affords you. Every circum- 
stance which has the least - bearing 
upon her interest, I am convinced 
roust be important in your estimation ; 
and as I perceive in the Laity of our 
communion such a devotion to her 
cause, as I perceive in them a dispo- 
sition to rescue her from oblivion, 
and to raise her from the dust, my 
bosom is inspired with confidence, 
and I am encouraged to proceed in 
the history of my oificial proceedings. 

Immediately upon the adjournment 
of the last Convention, I visited Alex 
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andria, preached in both the churches 
in that city, admitted to the Order of 
Deacon Mr. Jonn Bryan and Mr. 
Keirn, and to the Priesthood the 
Rev. WitiiaM Sree, of the county 
of Prince William. After my return, 
in July, from the General Convention, 
I visited the county of Chesterfield, 
and preached to an attentive auditory 
in Falling Creek Church. Hanover 
formed the next object of my atten- 
tion, in which county I preached in 
three of the churches belonging to 
our communion, and in one meeting 
house erected upon a general plan. 
I administered the rite of Confirma- 
tion in that district of the Diocess to 
a small number of our members; and 
witnessed, with infinite pleasure, that 
devotion to the interest of our com- 
munion, for which that section of the 
Church is so peculiarly, so highly 
distinguished. When I mention the 
warm devotion of that ,congregation 
to the Church, I would not be under- 
stood to embrace in the expression 
the most distant idea of religious bi- 
gotry. They entertain and express 
a tenderness for all the sincere wor- 
shippers of God; but, bred in our bo- 
som, instructed in our principles, and 
well informed upon every point con- 
nected with vital piety, they have 
united in a determination to rally 
around the altar of their fathers; and 
by such exertions as will reflect ho- 
nour upon their venerable families 
and names to the latest posterity, 
they have justified their claim to my 
gratitude and respect. 

In the month of September I em- 
barked in a journey to some of the 
inore distant counties In Nelson I 
preached a funeral sermon to a large 
and deeply impressed auditory, on the 
occasion of the death of the venerable 
mother of Judge Cabell. She died, 
as she had lived, an ornament to the 
Episcopal Church ef Virginia. Her 
memory is embalmed by the tears, 
not only of her children and descend- 
ants, but of all who were favoured 
with her acquaintance. I then cross- 
ed James River, into the county of 
Campbeil, and preached twice, on 
Sunday, in the Methodist Church, 
and on Monday evening in the Presby- 
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terian Church in Lynchburg. The 
weather being very rainy, congrega- 
tions were comparatively small, but 
serious and devout. I then visited 
New-London, and officiated in the 
Church near that place, to a numer- 
ous assembly, whose sensibility to 
the truths of religion warmed my 
heart, and convinced me of their piety 
and zeal. From New-London I pro- 
ceeded to Mecklenburg, and conse- 
crated a new church erected by the 
Parishioners of the Rev. Mr. Ravens- 
crort. In that place, Brethren, in 
which the Church was thought to 
be extinct, the friends of our commu- 
nion have awakened from their slum- 
bers; aided by the exertions of their 
faithful and laborious minister, they 
have raised a temple sacred to the 
living God, May that Saviour whom 
they worship with so much ardour and 
sincerity of heart, accept their sacri- 
fice, and remember them for good. 

From Mecklenburg I proceeded to 
the county of Brunswick, and preach- 
ed to a very large assembly. From 
thence I went to Dinwiddie, and offi- 
ciated in the church formerly occu- 
pied by the Rev. Mr. Jarrarr. As 

approached the sacred edifice, I 
viewed it with sensations of no com- 
mon description. When [I entered 
its walls, I felt that I was treading on 
holy ground; and such was my im- 
pression of mind, that I could not 
forbear from supplicating Heaven for 
the mantle of that estimable, that 
holy man of God. May Jehovah, in 
mercy, grant, that my brethren of the 
Clergy, who now hear me, may imi- 
tate his bright example: unawed b 
the world, may they live as he did, 
and leave the minds of their people 
as deeply impréssed with their piety, 
as the minds of Mr. Jarratr’s pa- 
rishioners are with his. I next visit- 
ed Petersburg, and preached iin that 
place to a small but respectable audi- 
tory. 

Having remained in my own parish 
a few weeks, I made an excursion 
into the eastern part of the Diocess. 
I commenced my labours in Glouces- 
ter county to a small and attentive 
audience. I then visited Matthew’s 
county, and performed the last funeral 
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solemnities for the Rev. Mr. Situ. 
That gentleman continued his labours 
until he was arrested by the disease 
which terminated his life; and it is 
with pleasure I mention, that his pa- 
rishiuners spoke of him with the 
greatest tenderness and respect. He 
has left a widow and children behind 
him, who are settied in great comfort, 
and deservediy enjoy the confidence 
and revard of all who know them. 

From Matthew’s L went to Urbanna, 
and preached upon a Sabbath to a 
very large and deeply impressed au- 
ditory. [then repaired to Tappahan- 
nock, and oificiated in that place with 
great satisfaction to my own mind, 
and, I trust, some benefit to those who 
heard me. ‘The congregation was 
very respectable, and many of them 
appeared to be deeply pious. Frou 
thence I went to the church in the 
county of Essex, and was amply re- 
paid for my labour by the devout at- 
tention of a worshipping people. IL 
then bent my course to Port Royal, 
where I officiated to a large and at- 
tentive congregation. In that place 
I have always been delighted with 
the behaviour of the inhabitants dur- 
ing divine worship; and from the re- 
presentations made to me, | indulge 
a hope that it will net be long before 
they will unite in support of a Clergy- 
man. From Port Reyal I repaired to 
King George county; and, although 
the court was sitting at the time, the 
judges benevolentiy accommodated 
me with an opportunity of preaching 
to the people. 

I then went to Fredericksburg, in 
order to admit the Rev. Mr. McGuire 
to the priesthood. In that place I 
web. as usual to a very large con- 
gregation—a congregation who know 
and who love the truth. 

In the month of March I visited 
the Church of Norfolk, preached twice 
to large and respectable congrega- 
tions, and administered the rite of 
Confirmation to a considerable num- 
ber. The Church of Norfolk is in 
a very flourishing condition: their 
worthy pastor, the Rev. Mr. Low, 
stands high in the estimation of his 
parishioners, and labours in the Gos- 
pel with great fidelity. 


On my way to this Convention, I 
passed a few days in Alexandria, in 
which city I preached three times; 
twice in Clirist Church, and once in 
St. Paul’s. St. Paul’s, Brethren, is 
a new building, and was consecrated 
to the service of God the lust Sabbath. 
it is ao editice honourabie to the con- 
gregaiion, an ornament to tlie town, 
and reflects the greatest credit upon 
the labours of its worthy pastor, the 
Rev. Mr. Wumer. After the Conse- 
cration service was conciuded, I held 
a Coniirmation at the church, and im- 
posed my hands and invoked the bless- 
ing of God upon eighty-eight persons 
belonging to the two churches in that 
city. In Alexandria the Church is 
rapidly advancing in numbers and in 
piety. The congregations are over- 
flowing, and listen with the greatest 
avidity to the traths of the Gospel. 

In iay own parish, Brethren, it is 
my duty to mention that my people 
continue to me their affectionate re- 
gard; the number of the communi- 
cants increase, and the congregation 
is very respectable. I endeavour to 
secure the affections of my parishion- 
ers, by a faithful attention to my pa- 
rochial duties ; and, in order to pro- 
modte the interests of the Church, I 
sometimes lecture from one to three 
times in the week, independent of my 
Sabbath exercises. Ii fidelity to God, 
and to their eternal interests, wil! se- 
cure me the blessiug of Heaven, that 
blessing, I trust, will be obtained. 

Brethren, we have much to encour- 
age us in the prosecution of the im- 
portant object in which we are jointly 
engaged. Many of the Laity of this 
Diocess discover an ardour in the 
cause of religion and the Church, 
which is calculated to inspire the 
minds of the Clergy with the greatest 
energy and hope. While we perceive 
in them an animation so laudable, the 
Clergy cannot despair of success. 
United in love, we will advance in a 
solid column, fighting under the ban- 
ner of the Lord Jesus Christ; the 

wers of sin and darkness, I trust, 
will he vanquished, the glory of God 
be promoted, our dilapidated churches 
be re-built, and Zion rear her droop- 
ing head. 
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To promote the cause of genuine 
religion is our only object; and, as 
that object is legitimate, it must suc- 
ceed. We know of no enemies but 
the enemies of our exalted Redeemer; 
we stretch forth the right hand of 
feliowship to all who in sincerity call 
upon the Lord Jesus Christ; we ex- 
pect to meet in heaven with Christians 
of all denominations; and, while we 
labour in our department, we wish 
prosperity to all the Saviour’s friends. 
Yes, Brethren, in heaven distinctions 
will be done away: we shail then be 
embodied under one name, “ The 
spirits of the just made perfect;” and 
in joyful union we will unite with 
them and angels, in singing unto him 
who leved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood; unto Jesus, the 
exalted, precious Jesus, he all honour 
and glory ascribed, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


ELIZABETH-TOWN FEMALE BIBLE AND 
CCMMON PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY. 


Tue Society met on Whit-Tuesday, 


in St. John’s Church, when the Ma-— 


nagers made the following Report :— 


Second Report of ihe Board of Mana- 
gers of the Elizabeth-Town Female 
Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society. 


Tims completes the second year 
since the formation of this Society ; 
and the Managers, in offering their 
Report, congratulate the members of 
it upon the degreé of usefulness which 
they have reason to hope has resulted 
from their association. 

It is gratifying to find that similar 
efforts have been made, and with si- 
milar success, not only in this state, 
but in different parts of the union. 
And though in small parishes, like 
this to which we belong, whose ex- 
penses are in a heavy proportion to 
the means of meeting them, very ex- 
tensive operations are not to be ex- 
pecied; still it is believed that much 
permanent good will be derived from 
these humble exertions. 

It appears from the Treasurer’s 
books, that the swn of $200 has-been 
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paid into the Treasury of the Episco- 
pal Society of New-Jersey for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledze 
and Piety, besides defraying the inci- 
dental expenses. There is remaining 
in the hands of the Treasurer the sum 
of $19. 

‘fhe Managers have reccived SO 
Bibles and 128 Prayer Books. Of 
these there are now in the hands of the 
President, 28 Bibles and 23 Prayer 
Books. Yhe others have been distri- 
buted, it is hoped and believed, with 
discretion and advantage. 

The person by whom 36 Prayer 
Books were distributed in the state of 
Ohio, agreeably to an appropriation 
of the last year, has reported, that 
twenty of the number were sent into 
the Western Reserve, and the residue 
distributed in the neighbourhood of 
Zanesville. ‘These books were re- 
ceived with the warmest gratitude, 
and it is believed that this was the 
first donation of Prayer Books from 
any Society, to the Episcopalians of 
the western country. ‘The Missionary 
now in Ohio has expressed the thanks 
of our brethren there to this S«ciety. 

Should the funds of the Society 
justify the measure hereafter, there 
can, perhaps, be no object more de- 
sirable in relation to their appropria- 
tion, than that of meeting the wants 
of the destitute members of our 
Church on the western waters, 

The books at present on hand will 
probably be required to supply the 
wants of this vicinity. In the Sunday. 
School of the congregation of St. 
John’s Church, will also, it is expect- 
ed, ‘be presented an object worthy of 
attention: for as it is an important 
design of such Schools to bring chil- 
dren to a devout and regular attend- 
ance upon public worship, it is very 
desirable that provision should be 
made to supply every child, as soon 
as he is able to read, with a copy of 
that excellent formulary of faith and 
devotion which has been pronounced, 
“ next io the translation of the Bible 
into English, the greatest work of the 
Reformation.” 

The vacant parishes of our com- 
munion in this state may very 
perly be considered, at any time 
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the means of the Managers shall be 
such as to justify attention to their 
poor brethren in those parishes. 

With such opportunities for the ex- 
ercise of this interesting and impor- 
tant charity, it is hoped that the mem- 
bers of the Society will not only be 
prompt in the payment of their dues, 
but that every one will feel it a duty 
and a pleasure to exert her influence 
in procuring new subscribers, and in 
soliciting donations. 

The object is most benevolent. It 
is to provide for the poor and igno- 
rant the bread of life and salvation, 
and to furnish them with the means 
of an enlightened and animating wor- 
ship of their Lord and Redeemer. 
His grace and blessing may be ex- 
pected to accompany such efforts, how- 
ever humble. *Lo his guidance and 
protection, therefore, the Managers 
commend the members and the affairs 
of the Society. 

Signed, by order of the Board, 

E. RUDD, President. 
FE. WILLIAMSON, Secretary. 
Elizabeth-T own, W hit-Tuesday, 1318. 

The Report having been read and 
accepted, the Society proceeded to 
the election of officers for the ensuing 
year, when the following were duly 
chosen: 

Mrs. Rupp, President. 

Mrs. Col. Ocpen, Vice-President. 

Mrs. W. Dayron, 7'reasurer. 

Miss E. Wittiamson, Secretary. 

Managers.—Mrs. Wau. D. Wi- 
itaAmson, Mrs. Wm. R. Wiiiiamson, 
Mrs. © Wruu1amson, Mrs. Rivers, 
Mrs. Morss, Mrs. Mrirener, Mrs. J. 
De Hart, Miss L. Rozerts, Miss P. 
OGDEN. 











From the New-England Galaxy, dated June 26, 1818, 
COMMUNICATION. 
Consecration of St. Matihew’s Chapel. 


A new Episcopal Church in this 
town, (Boston) called St. Matthew’s 
Chapel, was consecrated to holiness, 
and dedicated to the service of Al- 
mighty God, on Wednesday last, be- 
ing the festival of St. John the Bap- 
tist. The building is not large, but 


is finished in a neat, chaste, and ele- 


Consecration of St. Matthew’s Church, Boston. 
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gant style. The ornaments and fur- 
niture of the altar, desk, and pulpit, 
with a suit of gallery curtains, were 
a present from the ladies of Trinity 
Church. It is an axiom in politics 
which has never failed, that where 
females are enlightened and pious, 
society is happy. Surely woman 
bringing her offerings, and minister- 
ing at the altar, pleases God, and se- 
cures the affections of man. The 
very infant catches the forms and the 
spirit of inspiration from a mother, 
and they have an effect on his conduct 
in every stage of life, and last until 
life is no more. 

The whole of this Church, we un- 
derstand, has sprung up from the 
spontaneous liberality of munificent 
individuals, assisted by a wealthy ma- 
nufacturing company. The oppro- 
brium—that corporations are bodies 
without a soul-—we trust, by such ex- 
amples, will soon cease to be a pro- 
verb. 

We congratulate the friends of the 
Church pon its flourishing state in 
this country. It has grown by the 
strenuous exertions of its members, 
and the blessing of Heaven. Its 
friends have never received, and in- 
deed have never asked, any special 
aid from government. They appeal- 
ed to reason, and they trusted in God. 
Men tired of the fitful, changeful, and - 
uncertain forms and modes of worship, 
and disgusted with the thousand dis- 
tinctions, without a difference in tenets, 
which are abroad in the world, are 
seeking and finding that repose and 
quiet from dissension, which are fa- 
vourable to religious reflection in the 
busom of the Church. The services 
at this dedication by the Bishop and 
his Clergy were of the first order. 
The morningservice by Dr. Garpiver, 
was performed in his best manner, 
which is a model of accuracy, force, 
refinement, and grace. The parts by 
Bishop Griswo.p were impressive and 
solemn. His sermon on the propriety 
of dedicating temples to God, was 
beautifully illustrative. Though we 
are not within the pale of the Church, 
and believe that other men may be 
pious as well as they who are, yet its 
purity, solemnity, stability, and free- 
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dom from dissensions, make us wish 
for the time when its legitimate influ- 
ence shall be extensive, and its re- 
sources abundant, 


The sermon by the Right Rev. 
Bishop (says another communication, 
received after the above was in type,) 
from John ii. 13. and three following 
verses, was suitable to the occasion. 
He was particularly urgent in recom- 


mending to the members of this new 


Church a spirit of -brotherly love 
among themselves, and of Christian 
charity towards those who differed 
from them in opinion. He patheti- 
cally enforced the necessity of fram- 
ing our lives, and regulating our con- 
aciences by the pure doctrines of the 
Bible, uncontaminated by the devices 
of man. It was, indeed, a discourse 
befitting a Christian shepherd to deli- 
ver to his flock, a discourse which eve- 
ry seriously disposed Christian hearer 
might be benefitted by. The congre- 
gation was numerous, and a large 
proportion attended at the service of 
the altar. The Rev. Dr. Garpiner 
was the assistant priest; the attend- 
ant Clergy, Rev. Mr. Eaton, Rev. 
Me Car.ite, and others, 

The consecration of this Chapel 
will be an era in the history of Boston. 
It is the first Episcopal Church that 


has been regularly consecrated ; for. 


at the period when Christ Church, 
Trinity Church, and the Stone Cha- 
pel were devoted to the service of 
God, there were no Bishops in the 
new world, nor any persen duly au- 
thorized to perform the solemn and 
very proper ceremony. St. Matthew’s 
Chapel is a plain building nearly fi- 
nished; its situation is most delight- 
ful, commanding prospecfs in every 
direction calculated to raise in the 
mind devout thoughts, and to make 
us exclaim as we gaze admiring 
round,— 

These are thy works, Parent of good, Almighty, thine 


This universal frame so wondrous fair ; 
‘Fhyself how wondrous then! 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


Tue Annual Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church of the State 
ef Rhode-Island was holden at St. 


Tike Annual Convention of Rhode-Island. 19% 


Paul’s Church, in North-Providence, 
on Tuesday, the 2d June, 1818. 


Clergy present. — 


Right Rev. A. V. Griswotpn, D D. - 


Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bris- 
tol. 

Rev. I. L. Braxe, Rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, North-Providence. 

Rev. N. B. Crocker, Recior of St. 
John’s Church, Providence. 

Rev. G. Tarr, Deacon, officiating 
at Christ Church, Gloucester. 

Rev. S. Wuearton, Rector of Tri- 
nity Church, Newport. 


Lay Delegates present. 

From Trinity Church, Samve: 
Wuirenorn, Srernen T. Norruam, 
and Bensamin B. Mumrorp. 

From St. John’s Church, Tromas 
Liovp Hatsry, ALEXANDER JONES, 
Asner Dacoer, and Jexemian Lir- 
PITT. : 

From St. Michael’s Church, Joun 
G. Harpine, Henry De Woxr, and 
Lemvet C. Ricumonp. 

From St. Paul’s Church, North- 
Providence, Exirnater Stack and 
Davis WILEINSON. 

From St. Paul’s Church, North- 
Kingston, and the new Churh, Seuth- 
Kingston, Lemuet Bure. | 

From Christ Church, Gloucester, 
Tuomas Owen, jun. and ANAN 
EVAns. 


Prayers were addressed to the 
Throne of Grace by the Rev. Mr. 
WueEaTon, and a sermon was deli- 
vered by the Right Rev. Bishop Gris- 
WOLD. 

From the parochial reports made 
to the Convention, on the condition 
of the Church in the state of Rhode- 
Island, the following is a summary: 
Baptisms—Trinity Church 30; St. 
John’s Church 13; St. Michael’s 
Church 19; St. Paul’s Church, North- 
Providence, 30. Communicants add- 
ed, Trinity Church 12; St. John’s 
Church 7; St. Paul’s Church, North- 
Providence, 12. Present number of 
Communicants—Trinity Church F25; 
St. Michael’s Church 162; St. John’s 
Church about 160; St. Paul’s Church, 
North-Providence, 46. | 

Since the Convention of 1817 an 
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192 Miscellaneous. 


Episcopal Society has been formed in 
Gioucester, and is now incorporated by 
the name ot Christ Church. The So- 
ciety coutemplate building a place of 
worship as early in the ensuing year 
as the season will admit; and a com- 
mittee has already been appointed to 
make, in the meantime, the necessary 
arrangement for said building. ‘Lhe 
village in the town of Gioucester con- 
tains about 300 inhabitants; and the 
Rev. Mr. ‘Tarr officiates at said vil- 
lage, in a hall designed for public pur- 
poses. Within a few months a new 
Church has been begun at fower-Hill, 
in Soutli-Kingston, where Mr. Brirer, 
a candidate for Holy Orders, officiates 
as « Lay Reader one half of the time ; 
ofliciating the other halt at St. Paul’s 
Church, North-Kingston. It is ex- 
pected that the Church at Tower-Hill 
will be ready for consecration in the 
latter part of autumn, The Church 
in Rhode-Island is in a more prosper- 
ous condition than at any previous 
time ; and the members of this part 
ef Zion are manifesting a becoming 
zeal, in manly exertions, to enlarge 
her borders, and restore her waste 
places, 

Resolutions were passed authoriz- 
ing Dishop Griswotp to employ: a 
Missionary to labour in the state, un- 
der the patronage of the Convention ; 
and recommending that a sermon be 
preached on the subject of missions, 
and contribution had in aid thereof, in 
the’ different churches, on the second 
Sunday in June. 

Resolutions were passed recom- 
mending Sunday Charity Schools in 
connexion with the different churches 
of the state, and under the direction 
ef the Rectors thereof. 


Alexandria, May 20. 

Ow Saturday, the 17th inst. the new St. 
Paul’s Church in this place, was conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty God, 
agreeably to the form prescribed by the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. The Right 
Rev. Bishop Moong, of this Diocess, per- 
formed the service of consecration, and 
delivered an eloquent and appropriate ser- 
mon in the presence of a numerous and 
crowded assembly. After which he ad- 
ministered the rite of Confirmation to 
eighty-eight persons. 
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The services of the day were performed 
with a dignity suitable to the occasion, 
and the whole scene tended to arrest the 
mind, and to inspire devotion. 

On the following day one third of the 
pews were offered for sale, and brought 
the sum of eleven thousand dollars. 

The edifice is an oblong square, 65 feet 
by 75, principally Gothic in its style of 
architecture. Its interior arrangement is 
peculiarly pleasing and convenient. The 
building, indeed, generally, is an honour- 
able monument of the taste and liberality 
of the congregation, and constitutes no 
inconsiderable ornament to the town it- 
self. To those who take an interest in 
the improvements of the town, it must be 
pleasing to perceive this addition to the 
funds of our public buildings; while to 
the friends of religion, it is matter of gra- 
tulation that the spirit of enterprize should 
expend some of its efforts on houses de- 
voted to the public worship of God. 
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Ar an ordination held on Thursday, 
June 25, at St. Michael’s Church, Marble- 
head, by the Right Rev. Bishop Griswotp, 
the Rey. Benzamin B. Surtru, Rector elect, 
and the Rev. Groree Leonarp, of Wind- 
sor, (Vermont,) were admitted to the Holy 
Order of Priests; and Groree Oris and 
Carvin Wotcort were admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons. 











Ow Friday, June 26, a new Church, in 
the town of Windham, county of Greene, 
was consecrated to the service of Almighty 
God, by the name of Trinity Church, and 
the Rev. Ezexirn G. Gear, Deacon, ad- 
mitted to the order of Priests by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hopanr; and on Sunday last, 
in Christ Church, Hudson, the Bishop ad- 
mitted the Rev. Grecory T. Bepett, Dea- 
con, to the order of Priests, and Mr. Tuo- 
mas Osnorn, to that of Deacons. 

——s 

Redhook, Dutchess county, July 7, 1818. 

Tuecorner stone of an Episcopal Church, 
to be denominated St. Paul’s Church, was 
laid this morning, in this place. An ad- 
dress was delivered on the eccasion by the 
Rev. Henry Anton, and the Divine bless- 
ing implored upon the undertaking. It is 
expected that the Church will be finished, 
and ready for consecration, sometime in 
the month of May next. 


ERRATA. 

Page 120, second column, line 28,— 
“ first” should be fourth; page 122, first 
column, line 33,—* true divine” should 
be “ Jure divino” ; page 136, second co- 
lumn, last word of the note, “ Protestant- 
ism” should be Puritanism. 
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